260.   LETTER TO NIRMALA

May 6, 1919

CHI. NIRMALA1,

I have not started the real fight yet, but it will start by and
by. On Sunday all are to fast. I wish you also do, Horniman,
for whose sake the fast is being undertaken, is a man of many
qualities and has rendered great service to India.

I cannot help you now to carry out improvements in your
houses. It is for Chi. Shamaldas2 and Chi. Kaku to do .so. I
have renounced all claim on the property.

What can be dearer to me than that my revered sister3
and you both live in the Ashram and help -me in my work? She
has had such a happy experience there; everyone used to carry
out every wish of hers and treat her with respect. On my part,
I used to be reminded of mother's and father's faces every morning
as I looked upon her and felt myself sanctified. I want you both
to go over to the Ashram as early as possible and it is my earnest
desire that you especially pick up weaving and spinning well. I
look upon it as pious and sacred work. Giving of food and clothes
in charity is considered excellent gifts among us. It is my con-
viction that any man or woman who produces cloth for the people
will have earned the highest pwytf*

[From Gujarati]
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1 Widow of Gokuldas, a nephew of Gandhiji
2 Son of Lakshmidas, Gandhiji's elder brother
* Raliatbehn
4 Spiritual merit